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It is \Vi.th very great pleasure that I welcome on behalf 
of the Provincial Grand Chapter, s9 distinguishdedl.~btodty fr3e~ts 
as \"Ia entertain here todayo Particularly we e l ::~ o 1 a 
our Provincial Grand Chapter 11eetiQg g.~,Compse G.J. r·iacknessl) 
G Supt.:.'fotts •• J.E. Grosvenor , G.Supt ... •orcs. , andh JS.Co RndusPrsallo 
S;cohd Prov.G. Princioa.1-in-Charge, 01con., also t e eco . OV o 
Princse of Notts, \lores, Northsiits and Hunts, and the Third Prov. 
Prinso Northants and liunts. 

I also rejoice that so ~a.ny of the.axceflent compa.pions 
and companions from near and far in the Province nave made tne . 
journey to attend, and all of us most heartily eirpress our gratl«> 
t ude ahd appreciation to tha ~asons of Nui:ieaton f or the arr~se­
rrents made . Nuneaton has a standard of its otln and a province 
mth---so sturdy a masonic bastion on its boundary is f ortunate 
indeede . 

This is a year which has been happily full of activity 
and tha Royal Arch has continued to produc~ a group of ~haptorE' 
yying uith one another ~ .perhaps not too v1olant+y ~to excelo 
I would like to pay a tribute to the Second Prov1nc;al Grand 
Principal for his continued help to meo Not only is he always 
accessible for advice, but he has shouldered a heayy programme 
of visiting and no-one's visits are more popular than hiso We 
all co~atulate him upon his decoration by Her r!ia.jesty o EoCornpo 
Garnett-Hartley has proved a very rmrcury.as.he haS sped ~ound 
tba provinceo. To them both, to the Provincial Grand Scribe Exrao 
and to all the Provincial Grand officers of this year, I express 
affectionate and grateful thankso 

The outstanding event of the yaar has been the centenary 
celebrations of Howe Chapter, Noo5~7o The Chapter has dona me 
the honour of electing ma to the First Principal ' s Chair for their 
canto~ year , and tne Insta.llationo follouea by the present~tion 
of the Centena.rx ·.varrant by Sir Sydney White, Grand Scribe g2ra, 
were notable a.na satisfactory occasionse 

ti~ visi '· s to Chapters durilJZ 1955 l1ave been fecrer than in 
19540 I have wondered chether Grand Lod3e and Suprerria Grand Chapter 
in their decision to move to:-:ards the olan of combining Provincial 
Grand l.Iasterships ari..d Grant Superinten<iencies in t~1e same oerson" 
have.remembered the earning ue are given of the difficul ~y· of 
servi~ tuo masters. 

The craft this year has ma.do ve11' exacting demands upon ey 
time and energ;es. Both selection of of:·1cers on my staff ana the 
1)?"9anisution of charity and its finance have requirea much consider­
ation and fJW11 consultationso So far as cilB.rit;y is concerned it is 
of course as much an ornament of this Order as it is of the Craft. 
Nevertheless it is or~sed on the basis of the Craft arrl the 
Provincial Grand Secretary deals wit.1 it in a department of hi s office 0 

Thus inevitably I have been drawn to the exJrcisa of tne office of 
Provo Grand [J.:.ster rat her than that of Grand 3,_,oerintendento I am 
grateful for the patience and tolerance of Hoyal Archrnasons and uish 
to assure then that th9ir problems ore far from h::iving bean f orgotteno 

Foremost amongst tnese are (i) those that arise from the 
ne't'l Regulations: (ii) the ef :ect t ilat they have upon the practice 
of our rites: and (iii) the problem of the saorta:-:m of exa.ltees. 
I entertain no ~o~tic or certain viev1s a.bout th~se mattere 0 

What I say n~u is ln tI:io na.t1:;1Te of ~ essay t owards : ... eir sol". tion, 
arc1 I ~ope tnat Coriparuor.s. will con~1der ~·'h1at I say. in that li~to 
Tney.saa.11 have op~ortun1t1es for d1scuss1on~ both in the new advisory 
comn~ttee se~ up u~er.our revised by- lauso and at the informal 

, meeting of First Principals, noti become an a.?;reeable annual occasion. 
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I aave felt for tuo yoars tlu!-t the practi~o ~f cere­
monial in our Ci-iapters has left sooothin;; to be d~s1rea. The 
abolition of salutes to persons has furtner complicated an al­
ready untidy situation. In these circtreistance~ I have as~ad. 
Excellent Companion Biddle to re-09cupy the off193 of Prov1i:icin.l 
Grani Director of Ccreoonics ::ud m. th- tI:ie entJ:iusia.~t1c roa.chnese 
to servo much re have learned to associate u1th him, he has 
umertaken that arduous dut1. I want Chapters not only . or n<;>t 
chiefly, to celcome him ~t lnstallations ~ t? ua.tch lus tactics, 
but to use him as he is ro'.3.C.y to be ~sed i~ tne p~t of a. ~ecep­
tor at u~lS.t I would call ad me chapters of instruct1 on. com'f?ined 
assemblies of the CO!DPanions of three or four cha2ters meeting 
at a centre, uho uish to improve their practicJ of the rites of 
the Royal Arch. 

Perfection of ceremonial is essential to tho 3ood l1ea.lth 
of Royal Arch t:a.sonacy o The outuard si311 of ~nuine a11d dGcorous 
IIl'..l.sonry is the sincer1 ty a.¢ di~~ t .,r m. tl_1 \'Jhicl:i ritual ~s nerformed. 
The consideration de:r.ams 3l'"ea.tGr empho.s1 s a..rnon3ot us tnan. er.ion~ Craft 
rnasonso T~air orinciples a.rd tenets are ooral arrl deal u1th per­
sonal standards am conduct. Those orinciples are external. 
dra~~tic arrl as an old prayer book sa.ld "e~sily understanded of the 
people• o Ours are r.10re subtle, more rretaphys1cal , more theolo _9.cal 
am very ouch further fro~ the normal t.hou·-;hta and ideals of our 
countrytoon. If 1.:e are to attract brethren into our Order" oe must 
be a great deal more m:are than oe are of the peculiar lesnons in­
culcated by it, ~e claim to have at once the foundation a.rd key­
stone of tae t:hole masonic structureo 

That is a noble phrasao I uonder hou -any companions 
could give eitaer a simple ru:rl pr ecise , or a profouna and extended, 
account of \iaa.t it r.eans? I am g;oin3 to submit to you a. short 
definition. :;hether it be simolo or profound I leave you to jud3e. 
Craft masonry deals r:ith starrlards of conduct . Royal Arc 1 r.-.asonry 
deals uith the values inherent in ccrt2in facts and ideas believed 
in by masons and accepted as ; overning their conciuct . 

The doctrines involved in t !1ese facts a.rrl ideas have been 
over lo.id by detail arrl custom. soma of it i rreJ.evant . The genuine 
secrets tril1ch uere lost for nearly 500 years 11ava not , in my 
opinion, b0en corn~lotely disinterred fro~ the debris of subsequent 
masonry wxier r1hich they so lon3 lay buried. 

In hinting as I do at the necessity of di stilli~ from 
our ritual somethin3 in the nature of a metaphysical of the Royal 
Arch. I am fully auare that this must be done at ~ore t -3.ll one 
l evel . All co~aniona are not trained philosopherso Ti1ere is 
a dan~r. not aluays avoided, of masons rashly trespassin·r in 
realms of thought ~hich lie beyond tho circle of their attain"':entso 
The result is inv:iriably claptrap. It should he the object of 
a small ~oup of competent experts amon~ us to c~ out the 
_process of analysis I h:.ive su~sted a.ruf _.._ fteruards to put their co!'.i­
clusions in as simole ~ form as possible for t he benfit of oa33r 
but differently gifted companions . ~·.ie might even undertake some 
such enterprise upon s.n inter-Provincial basiso 

I have t~lromi out theso corrrrent s upon the r an-re oi' our 
maso;1~c l_<noirled~e, :>ecause I believe that i t, i s slol)g tile l i nes I 
have irxi1caued xuture advance must come. ·\·#hat we do make of our 
Or~er depends upon t he princip+es \"lhich i nspire it, uhat on the 
otner hand t7e ~ make, the point we can reach on our ci1osan oath, 
deI?erxis URon tho. q_uality of t-tie members uho compose it. I cannot 
ena rey a.duress 1:71 t'tiout a.ff'1rnuf\3 a.like my faith i n our Ord3r and in 
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the lQYalty of the companions of thi s Provinceo I thank 
them r9r thoir friendl1ness o their loyalty and thoir oo­
oparation .. 
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